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‘In response to ‘the cuneninous requests of of. the. Mentical 

Guild, this issue of the Journal has been largely devoted to a biogrephical sketch of 
Pest Secretary-Treasurer Harry D. Hamilton. The biography is somewhat, unusual. inves 
much :as it was originally prepared last November by Harry's loving and helpful. wife. 
Renee Kesh Hamilton, in. response to a request by N.E.G. member Fred Lene of. Seal Cove, 
Moss Beach, Californis, It is firmly believed that this simple and living description 
of-Harry's life at home, by someone who knew him so well, would best perve to preserve 
menopios of in the hearts — hin the 
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Nov. 13, 19 
Dear tir, Lane, 3, 1953 


Really Mr, Lane if you are going to write up Harry you should see him personally, 
for that is the only way that you can do him justice, To begin with he has a wonder- 
ful personality and charm, especially with young people and is a born salesman even 
as his father. Any claim that he has for seafaring ancestors is based on the fact 
_ that his Greatgrandfather Holmes ‘lass was master of a 27 ton pinky. But he, like all 

of us of New England ancestry, has salt water in his veins, Although Harry likes to 
have people take him for a born and bred New Englander, the facts of the case are, 
that he was born and brought up in Chicago and attended Northwestern University. 
Harry always says that he really is a New Englander, for he was born in Chicago while 
his Father and Mother were away from home, His Mother was born in Massachusetts as 
were all her ancestors, while Harry's father and forefathers were all born in Maine. Se 


When Harry was a young lad, his Dad and Mother decided to visit the old tom of 
Addison, Maine, where his paternal grandmother lived, It was in this little village 
of 600 inhabitants that young Harry came, bowling over all the country girls for 
miles around, Addison, situated on a winding river was a typical New England tom 
with Colonial houses and Cape Cod type cottages clustered around the village square. 
It was a sleepy little town, basking in bygone shippind days, and many were the tales 
told and experiences relived by the oldtimers who sat whittling in the sun on the 
hayscales. Addison in its prime was a shippint port and 700 vessels are reported to 
have sailed out of the town where they were built. At this time there vere ship- 
yards rotting at the wharves and there were at least seventeen retired sea captains 
sitting around spinning their yarns. Some of them were former masters of coasters 
and privateers while many had sailed foreign. The oldest captain of all said, that 
the ones that sailed foreign, had a "leetle mite aige over the rest". For a boy who 
had been brought up on the Great Lakes, this was very exciting, and all one had to 
do to join the crew on the hayscales was to own a jack-knife and a piece of wood and 
in Harry's case, have good ears for a wellspun yarn. & 


One of the delights of the summer visitors were the sailing trips where a boat 
with her captain could be had for ‘1,00 a day. These were the days, when one could 
sail out of Addison and land on different islands all through the long sumer days, 
or take a fishing trip or a pleasure jaunt to Bar Harbor and adjacent islands, Harry 
and his family spent several summers here in Addison and a close relationship was 
formed between one of the little country girls, Renee Nash, whose family for genera- 
tions had lived in the town and had been ship builders from the first settling of 
the town. But parents took a dim view of "puppy love" and Harry was whisked to 
Seattle, Washington and other points west while Renee's family moved to Boston after 
the death of her father. At first the young people maintained contact but in time 
this languished and they went on their merry and separate ways, In the meantime 
Harry had become a salesman, travelling all through the “est and his stories of this 
period would make an interesting book. Rence had trained for a school teacher but 
gave up this idea and was working in an office in Boston when looking up from her 
books one day she again saw "the young man from the west", after a seven years * 


silence. Love bloomed once more and in exactly seven months, they were married at 
City Hall. 


The f-rm that Harry was working for shortly thereafter collapsed. He had been 
selling goldplated hatpins which involved a process, where gold was plated and color- 
ed on real, live flowers, They were the rage at the time and were expensive, Harry 
sold all the highclass jewelers in the east. It was not long before the ten-cent 
stores caught on to the process and that was the death of that business, Harry was 
left high and dry in the east with a trunkful of samples and very little money. His 
folks were in Spokane and Renee's were in Maine, naturally, they were married, Then 
it was a period of in and out of jobs, Finally he had a permanent job in the shoe 
business. For forty years that was his business, from manufacturing to selling, He 
was eventually a promotor and lecturer on different shoe inventions for the United 
Shoe Co, of Boston, His work kept him away from home five months at a time, as he 
visited every large city and the finest stores in the United States. For thirty . 
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years he lived with his family including wife, son Julian and “daughter Alice on a 
street in Winthrop, Massachusetts overlooking Boston Harbor, Harry has always loved 
to work with his hands. His paternal grandfather was a building contractor and when 
Harry was a small boy he had his own tool chest filled with carpentry tools, which he 
still uses. Immediately upon getting home from his trips, after greeting the family, 


he would make a trip to the lumber yards and come hone loaded with lumber to make some 
improvement on the house or patio. 


After years of grinding work Harry was taken very ill and to while away the time 
of convalesance he’ got interested in building model ships through the articles of 
Captain J. Armitage ‘McCann. He made all the customary models, including the Barbary 
Pirate Ship, Viking ship, Spanish Galleon, the Sovereign of the Sea, the Mayflower . 
and the famous whaler Charles W. Morgan. At first he worked on his models in the 
kitchen but when I found wood shavings in my mashed potatoes, I told him he would 
have to have a shop of his ow. Our home was an eleven room affair with two attics 
and it was there he had his first shop called the "Crows Nest" and where with six 
lads of my son's age, worked happily on their ship models, Harry has always loved 
yourig people and they have idolized him, He never talks dow to young people but 
just talks with them. One of the boys was Richard Sewall of the Sewall family of 
Bath, Maine who is a member of the Guild, Harry took the boys on many trips to look 
over the old ships around Boston Harbor such as the Constitution when it was being 

repaired at Charlestown, and the Charles 1, Morgan, But alas, those happy days could 


not last forever, the boys grew up, married and had families of their own and the 
war intervened to complete breaking up the group. 


Harry was not a bit well at this time and we spent our winters in Florida,where 
he continued working on his ship models in the lazy, sunny atmosphere, Mail tine was 
the big event of the day and being far from home we were at first delighted to re- 
ceive a letter from Harry's uncle Seldon G, Hamilton, but upon opening the letter, we 
learned his aunt had died. Uncle Ben invited Harry and me out to California to live 
there on the ranch to which he had made Harry his heir, Although we invited Uncle 
Ben to come back east and live with us, he didn't want to leave California and in- 
sisted that we come out here,’ Our son was in the army overseas, and Alice our 
daughter, now married to Joseph MacDonald, a childhood sweetheart, was living in 
Winthrop’ while her husband was in the Navy. We hastened home fron Florida, talked 
over the situation with Alice who decided to come with us and sold our home before 
starting across country for sunny California. 


Perhaps you can imagine our feelings on leaving New England after having been 
surrounded with friends and relatives for many years, All our friends, contacts, 
and roots were firmly planted there and the only person we knew in California was 
Uncle Ben, the dearest man that ever lived. This was quite a change for him as well, 
because he and his wife had been married for over fifty years and had never had any 
children, We landed with two very active grandchildren and the first thing that 
David did was to thoroughly paint Uncle Ben's Dodge car, while the baby, Donna stood 
by. Harry was still a sick man, and the ranch wasn't large enough to accommodate all 
of us. Almost the first thing he did was to add a bedroom, a small shop and a big 
double garage. The ranch itself is an interesting old place of seven acres and was 
started by Uncle Ben and his wife, Martha over 50 years ago. They started with one 
room and later added room by room, until the house is now one of the most comfortable 


old homes you can imagine, not a bit picturesque, just a white cottage, with blue 
trimmings. 


So here we were a little family practically isolated in 1944, our country still 
at war and gasoline rationed. ‘le had to find our own amusement right here on the 
ranch, For me it was easy, gardening has always been one of my hobbies and I could 
garden at my heart's content the year around, Harry's first concern was the necessary 
repairs on the old house, Later he was inveigled into building rose trellis, rose 
arbors and finally a really big undertaking lath-houses. We had never seen these be- 
fore and aside from getting the laths going the wrong way at first he succeeded in 
building several dandy lath-houses, until he finally called a halt with this obser- 
vation "it is about time that you realized where your garden leaves off and the 
ranch begins", 


« 
j 


68 Volune VI May = June 1954 Number 5-6 

While working around the ranch the. idea of the Guild was born. It was Harry's 
intention when he came out here to write a book on ships of the 17th century but he 
apparently struck a snag ora blind spot’ in ship history. He had been tremendously 
interested in the Pilgrim ships especially the little SPARROWHA' ‘K, whose. remains 
were found on Cape Cod after being buried in the sands for over three hundred: years. 
Harry built. a small model of her, based.on his research and the relics in the museum. 
Even after he had collected nearly four hundred books: on: the era of sail, he. did not 
have all the information needed and especially felt the need of talking to kindred 
souls. The neighbors in this scattered community had’ very little interest in things 
nautical. It was Harry's thought: that there must be ‘enthusiasts:.all over the’ country 
who would like to get together. and pass on to one another, information. that they. had 
acquired in their various studies and the: ‘of. 
the weer of the old ships. 


“One day letter was received from Bruce. an author Living in Evanston, 
Tllinois who was: interested in the: Sparrowhawk. He. had. previously written the Ply-. - 
mouth Iuseum and .was referred: to. Harry. as: one who had made a model of the vessel... 
This led to a friendly correspondence and Harry. presented his idea of the. Nautical .. 
Research Guild. Arthur Rudd of. Long Beach,- corresponded with. Bruce subsequently: in 
regard. to. a:.ship. model and was: advised. to contact. Harry, which. he did, Later Arthur 
suggested to a fellow member: of the Steamship Society, hobert Nash of- Sierra ! fadre, - . 
that he-.call. on. Harry and after this, began to. be..really enthusiastic about forming 
a groupe During this formitive period, layne Yarnall, of Pittsburgh inserted a... 
query "Neptune" to which Harry replied,.and a. series. of. friendly letters here and ies 
there resulted in the original nucleus of the Nautical Research Guild. Robert Nash, 
having an old, broken dovm mimeograph machine,: was. jimmediately made. Secretary 
Treasurer and. the others. just..came in: as a Later Bruce Grant was made 
man of the. Board of Directors and has remained in that. capacity ever since. The 
first publication was called.."The. Secretary's Letter". and yas. just that. The original 
five paid five dollars and sent the ..magazine, to: each other. Even though. the original 
typewriter lacked several. important letters, their enthusiasm resulted in a ‘gradual. | 
increase of membership.. ‘There were times when it .was pretty . hard sledding, . finding © 
the cash to bring out the monthly. letter, but. somehow or, someway, it, was done. The -. 
expenses at first were moderate ag Bob did the typing arith: ‘the. help of his. wife - . 
Margaret. In time however this.was becoming. too much of.a task for. Bob, as he had.. 


his living. earn as did everyone else end the. was. to. take. too much 
of his time, 


_ The only one in the original group that was. nae re was eens. and as he 
later stated, his only qualification for taking on the: job was the fact that he had_ 
so much time on his hands. His ‘only previous experience in editing a ‘magazine had ~ 
been in the preparation of shoe catalogs. His really great ‘asset, was salesmanship 
which he had to the "nth" degree and thus 15004 East Granada Avenue became ‘the in- 
ternational headquarters for the Nautical” ‘Research Guild, 


_ Practically every waking moment of Harry's life is centered in the Guilds The © 
members are so widely separated it is often difficult to ‘get help but even so it is 
a wonderfully co-operative organization. Nembers write all the articles and there 
are no re-prints used, The articles result from personal ‘research of the menbers’ 
and cover navigation, history and ship model plans, - When ‘Harry feels the need of - 
talking over problems of the Guild my sister, Grace Pearce and I become "the joint © 
chiefs of staff". We are Johnny on the spot when the ‘mail comes and T am delegated — 
to open the mail and read it. “‘e make appropraite comments and notations as we go 
along and offer much free advice which Harry follows - sometimes. 


Most of the members who manage to visit the ranch meet with eo here’ oa a 
roori‘which wé have named "The Captain's Cabin". It is a large room, 18 fect square, © 
with bookshelves on three sides df ‘the room filled to capacity with ship books ‘and 
the extra Journals. Walls are covered with pictures of ships, copies of works by. 
such artists as Gordon Grant, Jack Spurling and Bernhard ‘foran, This is 4 gay and 
cheerful room with pale green walls, red bookcases and red tiled linoleum floors: 
and is called' Harry's dress-up office, He receives his guests and prospective mem- 
bers here and there is even a big couch’ for the weary ‘wayfdrer' to sleep ifthe gam - 
is continued too far into the night. Harry's workshop is a small room-off of our 
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bedroom, about 8! by 15", where he can sit in his swivelchair and whirl from desk to 

7 typewriter, throw the. ashes on the floor and be really comfortable, This is where 
most: of: the Guild work is done and if the undertakings prove ‘tiring there is always 


the view of flowers, oranges, distant hills and mountains to rest the eyes and 
inspire the soul. 


° 


"OLD VIC" 
(Victoria, ex Parthia) | 
Contributed by Robert L. Loe ffelbein 


One of the oldest vessels in the American merchant marine has seen her last 


days as a ship in the trade, but she may become a movie star before making tho last 
‘voyage to the "Great Lost Sea". | 


"Old Vic", Christian name "Victoria", is 84 years old and in her day has prob- 
‘ably brought more gold out of Alaska than any other ship afloat. She was recently . 
sold by the Alaska Steamship Company to the Dulien Steel Products Company and. the new 
owners are reported as grooming the ship for a role in a historical type movie. .Al- 
though the Victoria will probably play a supporting role, it has been thought that 


this product of a time Long past would be an. and romantic 
movie-makers, . 


The vessel started an adventurous and venturesome career as a combined sail. and 
steamship in the Cunard Line. She was launched in Dumbarton, Scotland in 1870 as .. 


the "Parthia" and for the following fifteen years » bucked the turbulent waters of the 
North Atlantic Ocean. 


Under andeun standards, the ship wovld not be considered large but in spite. of 


her 370 foot length and registered tonnage of 3656 tons, the vessel was converted - 
€. into a troop carrier during the British - Egyptian campaign. 


At the conclusion of that assignment, the ship was operated in the South 
American = West Indies Trade until 13887 when the owners transferred her base of oper= 


ations to Venoourer - on behalf of the Canadian Pacific or tiie ~ for trade with the 


The name "Victoria" was given the ship after extensive Sn and overhaul 
in the British Isles. 


At the conclusion of the Spanish-American conflict, the Victoria again became a 
troop ship carrying American soldiers to Manila. About this period, ownership was 
changed to the North Pacific Steamship and the vessel thereafter sailed under the 
Stars and Stripes, 


"Qld Vics" first venture into Arctic waters took place in 1900 on a voyage to 
Nome. Service in that area continued after the merger of North Pacific S. S, Co. 
with the Alaska Steamship Company in 1908, For many years she was the first to reach 
2 Nome after the ice break-up and the last to leave for the "outside world" before the 
big freeze halted navigation. 


No one can estimate how much gold was. woven out of the territory but some 
sources claim on one voyage alone the vessel transported ‘2,000,000 worth. There was 
a period of inactivity when "Old Vic" was retired. from activity in port at Seattle, 
but in 1937, with World Var II threatening, she was pressed back in service and con- 
tinued thus after the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. 


And there you have it. "Old Vic", Passenger ship, cargo carrier, troop ship 
and just plain tramp - powered by sail and steam, In 1952, the ship was towed to a 
mooring on Lake Washington opposite SeattIe and until the recent Sale, her original 
hand-wrought iron plates rusted quietly in those waters. 
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Now "Old Vic" gets one more charice to make a comeback’ with ptars hilling and it 
anticipated that before the tides. take their final toll, the: likes. of this historic. 
vessel. will be on. for. present, and. future 


. BOOK. REVIEW. .. 


DOWN-EASTER = Building a Model of the BENJAMIN: F. PACKARD, by Roger Yleare Bragdon, 


Falmouth Publishing House, Price "4400 110 pages. Book 


In examining this book, one: canndt: help but compare: it witha sSinilar effort’publish- 
ed 1926 by the Rudder Publishing. Co., under the. authorship of tthe late George Douglas. 
In cover design, quality of paper, and clarity of type,’ it. easily’ surpasses the edi+ 
tion brought out almost thirty yoars -. 


These advantages are quickly lost however, sinee “Bragdon proupkly digillusions’ 
.the reader, by. stating that his book. describes. the building of. a. "simplified models, 
although: the scale he. fixes, in this case,,one.eighth inch to the foot, has -in the. 
past proved.ample for some: extremely: well, "detailed nodels.. Further, - ‘gne can hardly be 
sympathetic to his statement, that details;. "would only smack of fussiness", Th. my . 
opinion it is the fussy modeinaker, that produces the best models, It is disconcert- 
ing to the reader to find that Bragdon, by his own admission has, to again quote; 
"adapted" the lines. of. the. HINRY.2., HYDE to. this,model project,. The would. be: model 
maker is- likewise expected. to develop his. own: lines. from the: inadequate: free hand | 
Grawings furnished in the. book =. one wishes. thas. ‘the: author had possessed a: set of. 
curves, a spline and some ducks. AS a modelmaker, I object to being. told,..and once 
again I quote; "salvage the lumber in old cigar boxes, and unwind old fishing line 
for cordage." Descriptions and. methods, af the, eandpment about 


In ricging the model, the author for ‘his own with the top 


for many reasons which could For. and similar reasons, “this. 
will hardly appeal to, or be of value to the members of the Guild, and for that, .. 
reason is not 


ADDITIONS TO THE ROSTER 


We hope to advise furthér as to‘thd nautical iriterésts: 
the following new members. when files’ ‘received. Ex 
Worle E. Brome Jr., 2327 Canyon Drive, Los Angeles 28, Cala 
Carmen E, Gaputo,. 5638. South Mayfield Avenue, Chicago 3a... 
_Jack H. Dunn, 6271 North Sultana,,. Temple City,, “California 
Rose. May Kissinger, P.0.Box.105,. Tiburion, California _ 
Robert Weinstein, 1617 Steele Avenue, Angeles §3,. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS , =" 
Dana .L. MeCalip, to:. 7654 ‘lest Peoria Avenue, | 20, Tlinois 
Robert Schefke, to: 2322 North Keystone. Avenue, Chicago. 39, Tllinois 
John Wi, Speak, to: 1570 South Corson Street, . Los, Angeles 


ree. 


GUILD SLOP CHEST 
For Sale: Copies of The Merchant Vessels: of. the-U.S,, ‘for. the following years; 1914, 

16, 21, 24,26,27, 28, 29, 30,37, 49. Postpaid $2.25. each, I: have .one ‘COPY Steam Vessels: of 
the United States, 18071856, same as. above, 

Thomas: Hornsby ghal tenhan, “Pennsylvania 
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Oid Ships Lanterns 
Model suppliers,’ ships lanterns; are lacking of the 
nealism that you can. oblain by making your oun. rs 

Tashioned thom the 18% century, 
Your step, Fig.1,scribe.a 
A chrele on surtace of cellulaid,and 
thom center point out, scrib'stright — 
lines spaced /5° apatt as shown, — 
See. citele is scribed and this 
pane. Scribe a stright line accross, | 
bottom of circled lines and’ 
cut stright through celluloid with | 
Aazot blade. You must have six! 
See. step, Fig. 2, the nemaining 
|. centet of celluloid seribe.a 
Small cteele hepnesenting the base 
Ships lanterns is part glass con- — out. Now test your skill by gluing | 
Suction and to see through adds the windois the base, one-at 
-Atalism. After planning, Iwas able... Time with acidtone, holding in 
acheave this in making my ‘place a few seconds with 

lanterns for the Bounty. tweiggeks. the larterns cap neguites:.’ | 

_ | ‘The necessary materials ate cutting out areinele on copper sheet’: 
Sheet of celluliod, heavier thin andatenwaids bending into shape 
paper, copper about same with plyers: The stanchion made: 
i thickness, and wood. Old ship strips of copper,is shaped 

~ Janterns: were basically alike With plyers. Paint flat black »;use 
sectioning off panes.’ 


Wooden base 
| Stanchions 

Exploded view } 
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NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD The NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL is published 
by members of the Nautical Research Guild. ‘em- 


SECRETARY'S bershup dues, including the Journal are “5,00 a . 
MONTHLY year, New members will receive the numbers 
7 which have been previously issued in the current 
volume and the numbers for the remainder of the 
LETTER year. 
(Established 1948) Dues are payable January First of each year 


and are in force until the written resignation 
| of a member, 
All rights reserved Opinions and assertions appearing in the 
Journal are the private ones of the writers. 


SECRETARY*TREASUKER, James W. Harbin, Jr., 4110 Beall St., Landover Hills, Maryland 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN, Willis L, Nye, 3038 Bridge St., Hayward, Califomia @ 


ATTENTION ALL HANDS 


There is no better time than RIGHT NOW to pause and take stock as to the 
value and worth of YOUR membership in the Nautical Research Guild, The untinely 
passing of our good friend and companion Harry Hamilton has created several acute 
problems that will need YOUR EARNEST COOPERATION and the MUTUAL ASSISTANCE OF EVERY 
MEMBER if the Journal is to continue to be published. 


Here are a few cold, hard facts to face and think about: 


a, Present operating funds are extremely low to cover publication and mailing 
costs to the end of the year, The condition is due to failure of members to pay 
dues promptly and the former publication of full issues in spite of limited funds, 
Until the delinquent accounts are adjusted, present and future issues of the Journal 
must - of necessity - be restricted as to size until operating funds for 1955 are eS 
paid in to the Treasurer, 


b. Publishable material has also been scarce and on occasion ~ nonexistant, 
The Journal must have your contribution in order to exist. Up to this point, the 
Journal has grown and thrived on the efforts of comparatively few members who have 
been most generous in sharing their skills, knowledge and research efforts with 
fellow members. There are still a few members who hug the results of their om 
efforts to their respective bosoms with no thought of ever sharing the same with 
fellow members, Certainly such an attitude cannot be considered as entering into 
the full spirit of the Nautical Research Guild. It is not to be expected that each 
member shall freely donate every single effort to this Journal for use without com- 
pensation, but it is expected that some contribution might be freely made from time 
to time that will add to the sum total of accumulative effort. 


c,. Your gripes and suggestions should be forwarded to the Secretary for proper 
distribution, consideration and improvement. An acknowledgement will be made in due 
course and as promptly as possible, Please remember, no one gets paid for anything, e 
everyone is expected to pitch in and do his share - and if YOU will cooperate, VE 
can build something to be proud of, 


A TRIBUTE 
by Garry Bernahl 

Where, but in California land of contrasts, would a person find headquarters 
of a Nautical Research Guild in an orange grove? Yet, there in a white house, sur- 
rounded by a lovely garden, genial Harry Hamilton presided until his recent and re- 
gretable passing. A man whose personality reached out to touch far places, including 
Tasmania, South America and the British Isles. 

Those of us, here in California, who knew him and loved him well, went there 
not so much as members of the Guild to attend a meeting, but as pilgrims to pay hom- 
age to a princely, white-haired gentleman who was the embodiment of hospitality and 

' Sincere friendship. He has gone from us, but he has left a memory to cherish,a memory 
as sweet as fragrance of oran:e bloss6eovs and as rich as the grove's golden harvest. 
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